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been made by President Reade, with respect to the companies raised in Pennsylvania, may with equal propriety, be made by the states of Connecticut; and New York, whose troops compose part of my regiment, likewise.
Should the state of Jersey, agree to raise two companies of artillery on the principle mentioned in General Knox's letter, it will be a long time, before it can possibly be effected, and I doubt whether it can be done at all; as there is a material difference, in the present state of our currency, between a resolution to raise troops, and the carrying the same into execution. It is a melancholy truth, that the most trifling present advantage, weighs more with the bulk of mankind, than the promise of great rewards, to be paid them in future. And this disposition is more apparent m the soldier, than any other ; who from the nature of his calling, reflects that the chances of living to enjoy the future good, is much against him. He therefore prefers the present advantage, to the future, and views the latter, as a mere shadow, that has no other existence, but in speculation. But could every difficulty with respect to raising the men be surmounted, it is more than probable* another will arise. I mean that; of the state's appointing the officers to command them : such a measure, would occasion great uneasiness in the regiment: and it would essentially injure a number of my officers, who would have an indubitable right to complain.
The regiment I have the honor of ..commanding, having been patronized by no particular state, was consequently raised under many, and great disadvantages. And though I am well convinced it has cost the continent much less to raise it, than many others, I Hatter myself, it is equal to any in the service, with respect to its officers and men. The olh-cers of the other regiments of artillery received great encouragement and assistance from the respective states where they were rained. But mine having been raised in different states, on a more extensive scale ; and being considered as the troops of the continent at large! we were deprived of those partial advantages which the others "derived irom their local situation.
On the whole I must confess it would be extremely chagrining to me, to have the regiment dismembered, by lopping off those companies, after the officers and men have1 acquired a considerable degree of knowledge and experience in their profession; and to have them replaced by raw, inexperienced, and undisciplined troops, who would have every